Patent ductus arteriosus in premature infants: a review of current management.
Problems related to the ductus arteriosus confront the pediatrician more than any other isolated cardiac defect. Due to increased awareness of the problems of prematurity, the reported frequency of patent ductus arteriosus increased threefold between 1970 and 1975. Aggressive therapy directed toward closure of the ductus is indicated within the first week of life in the very immature infant. Pharmacologic closure of the PDA with indomethacin is effective about half the time.